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Deuteronomy 6:7, understood in context, is
the single most important passage in the Bible on
the subject of education. To properly appreciate
the profound significance of this verse, it must be
understood within the larger context of the law of
God as that is expounded by our Lord Jesus Christ,
the context of the book of Deuteronomy, and the
immediate context of chapter 6, as well as the theo-

logical context of Biblical doctrine of the family.
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Each context offers a broad perspective on our
Christian duty and suggests practical means to ful-
fill that duty.

We begin, first, with the larger context of
God’s law as expounded by our Lord Jesus Christ.
An expert on the Jewish law, including both the
oral tradition of the Jews and the law of Moses,
approached Jesus and asked Him which of the com-
mandments of the law is the greatest (Mat. 22:35-
36; cf. Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-37). Matthew tells
us that it was the lawyers” intention to test Jesus.
The question was apparently disputed among the
Jews, some believing that the Sabbath was most
important, others circumcision, others still phylac-
teries. In any event, the Jews tended to regard the
ceremonial laws as most important. The lawyer
wanted to see how Jesus would handle what was
probably a controversial question. Jesus” answer,
however, was not what he could have expected.
Rather than dealing with a ceremony, Jesus pointed
to the basic issue underlying the whole Jewish cer-
emonial system.

Note that these two commandments are the
essence of the whole law. The ceremonial laws,
the civil laws, and various detailed ethical prescrip-
tions are subordinate to the two most basic moral
commandments to love God and our neighbor.

What does that have to do with Christian
education? Much. Jesus” words point to the facts
that: 1) All the laws in the books of Moses — the
Jews counted 613 — expound these two fundamen-
tal ethical obligations. This shows us how
weshould approach the law of Moses as Christians
to understand it correctly for ourselves and to teach

it to our children. 2) Our obligation to love God
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and our obligation to educate our children are
linked by Jesus, as well as by the immediate con-
text in Deuteronomy 6. 3) The ceremonial laws in
particular — which were the laws the Jews tended
to regard as most important since these were the
laws that distinguished them from Gentiles and
made them special — were given to Israel for edu-
cational purposes. The ceremonies were to teach
Israel about God’s love for them and what it meant
for them to respond in love to Him. All of this is
profoundly important for understanding
Deuteronomy 6:7, for in the immediate context the
law combines both ethical and ceremonial obliga-
tions with parents” fundamental responsibility to

educate children.
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