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To understand Deuteronomy 6:7 correctly, we
must remember the teaching of Christ, that the es-
sence of the whole law is summed up in the two
great commandments, to love God and to love our
neighbor. Every single law, ceremonial, civil, or
moral — if we wish to use that system of division
— finds its true exposition in the two fundamental
commands. Keeping in mind Jesus’ instruction
about the deepest context of the law, let’s consider
Deuteronomy 6:7 in its more immediate context.

We must begin with the book of
Deuteronomy as a whole. The English name for
this book points to the fact that shortly before Moses
died, he republished the law of God. Thus in En-
glish the title of the book means *“second law,” from
the LXX deuteronomion. The historical background
for this second or new law is the end of the forty-
year wilderness wandering. Israel was just about
to enter the promised land. Before they went in,
Moses gives them a long exposition of God’s word.

| think because God is.
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The book as a whole is structured as a cov-
enantal document. The form was common in the
Ancient Near East and can be found in other Bibli-
cal and non-Biblical sources. The covenant form
that was popular at the time of Moses was histori-
cally derived from the influence of the Biblical
worldview and the fundamental idea of the cov-
enant, based upon the doctrine that the world was
created by an absolute God of love and grace. Of
course, ancient pagans had rejected the God of the
covenant, but the form of the covenant was used
even when its essence had been lost.

That form can be outlined as follows:

T — Transcendence (Who is the ultimate au-
thority, the God?)

H — Hierarchy (Who represents God?)

E — Ethics (How does that God define right
and wrong?)

O — Oath (How will God bless or curse
those in the covenant?)

S — Succession (Who will be God'’s future

representatives?)

There are other ways of stating the basic out-
line of the covenant, but the basic five-point divi-
sionis clear. In the book of Deuteronomy, the long-
est section of the covenant document is the third
section, outlining Israel’s duties to God. The com-
mandments of God begin in chapter 5 with a re-
statement of the ten commandments and continue
all the way to chapter 26. Close examination of the
book of Deuteronomy has led a number of schol-
ars to conclude that chapters 6-26 are an exposi-
tion of the ten commandments in order, placing
chapter 6 in the exposition of the first command-

ment.
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What does all of this mean for our under-
standing of Deuteronomy 6:7? A great deal! First,
it means that our obligation to teach our children
is a covenantal obligation. But, second, we are not
speaking here primarily of our covenantal obliga-
tion to the family or to our children themselves.
We are speaking of our obligation to God. The first
commandment is the commandment not to have
other gods. We are to worship, love, and serve the
one and only true God. It is precisely in the expo-
sition of what it means to believe in and serve our
Creator and Savior that Moses, by the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit, places our duty to teach our chil-
dren. Our duty to teach our children God’s word
could not be placed in a more profound or awe-
some context.
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