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I. In Tribal Society

Culture and education are intimately related by
definition. Though there are various definitions of
culture with significantly different emphasis, every-
one agrees that culture is learned behavior. Most
agree that culture consists of the system of beliefs,
customs, and behaviors of a society, but all of these
must be transmitted from generation to generation.
One of the most important purposes of education,
therefore, is the transmission of the culture from one
generation to the next.

To get a concrete grasp of what culture is and how
it is related to education, consider the tribal society
of Ancient Israel. Like all tribal societies, the group
is identified by its clothing and food (Nu. 15:37-41
Dt. 14:1-21), as well as its beliefs (Dt. 5:6-23; etc.).
There is one and only one religion which is the cen-
ter of all cultural life and which provides the core
beliefs that give meaning to both the large and the
small daily issues of life. The children of Israel knew
who they were, where they came from and why they
were where they were. They knew their national
purpose and had a law given by God which defined
their tribal ethic in terms of eternal righteousness
(cf. Dt. 14:1).

What is generally thought to be true of all tribal
societies was most especially true of ancient Israel.
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Ultimate beliefs about God, the world, and history
were unified with the daily lifestyle and the weekly,
monthly, and yearly cycle of religious festivals and
ceremonies (Lev. 23). This also means that the edu-
cation of the next generation was as much a matter
of participation in the religious ceremonies of the
law and observance of the details of the law for daily
life. Children were taught the meaning of Israelite
culture through every aspect of their daily life, for
all the basics were prescribed by God (cf. Dt. 6:6-16).

I1. In Modern Society

At the opposite end of the extreme in our mod-
ern society, there is much more for the individual to
learn and the process of education is longer and more
complicated than it would have been for most people
in ancient Israel. However, one of the characteris-
tics of our modern culture is that it lacks unity. There
is not agreement on the fundamental ethical stan-
dards of culture. We cannot, for example, even agree
on a clear definition of murder. We do not share the
same ideas about God, the world, and history. Our
clothing and diets differ significantly.

Not all of the differences are bad or even indica-
tions of a deep lack of unity, but when we disagree
so fundamentally about what man is and what his
place is in the universe, about God and history, then
we lack the essential unity that a society needs to
continue to function as a society. Differences there
may be, but a group of people consisting of men and
women who hold contradictory conceptions of real-
ity do not really constitute a society. Education is
more like multicultural competition than cultural
transmission. We are living, in other words, in a
dying society, one that is in transition. The
worldview and culture of the past have failed. It
does not hold enough attraction for people in our
generation to rally around it and find some sort of
unity in it. And we do not devote our lives to teach
it to our children.
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I11. In Present Churches

What is true of the secular society around us is
also largely true of the Christian world as well. Most
of our evangelical friends do not have a unified
worldview either. Indeed, some of them have hardly
given basic cultural issues any attention. They prac-
tice their Christian faith on Sundays and on special
occasions, but the rest of the time they fit in with the
prevailing culture as much as their conscience will
allow. Questions about a Christian philosophy of
history or a Christian approach to literature have
hardly entered their minds. Fashion, music, art, en-
tertainment are matters of purely individual taste
and interest. There are no standards except at the
border between what is obviously immoral and what
may be less obviously so.

The Bible is thought to offer us insight into man’s
spiritual problems, but not for difficulties that we
face in in realms like politics, psychology, or busi-
ness. Education in this view is truncated at best, for
there is no distinctively Christian culture to pass on.
And, even worse, many Christians in our day be-
lieve that we are very near the end of history, so the
very idea of a Christian culture is rejected as contra-
dictory to the teachings of Biblical eschatology.
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IVV. In Future Churches

What we should be seeking is Biblical standards
and teachings that provide us with core ethical con-
victions for every realm, business, law, politics, art,
literature, fashion, and entertainment included. If
we believe that it is the God-given task of the
Church to build a Christian civilization, education
as an intimate part of all that we do will be central
to our labor.

Jesus commissioned the church to “disciple all
nations” (Mat. 28:18-20). This is certainly a com-
mand for global evangelization, but it is more than
that. For He does not just say that we are to tell the
world about God’s saving grace. He says we are to
make every nation of the world to be His disciple
(Mt. 28:19a). The command reaches beyond mere
evangelization to include the call to build a global
Christian civilization. The Church is called to train
all nations to keep the commandments of Christ
(28:20a). This provides the ethical core necessary
for a unified culture that extends to the ends of the
earth.

The ceremonies of baptism and weekly worship,
including communion, provide a unity of ritual that
unites all in con-
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sion to the next
generation
(28:19b). Family
worship, Chris-
tian education,
Christian fellow-

ship, and play, all

0oooooo
ooooo0O0Q0
0oOoooooo
O0oooooo
oooo (28:
1900 0000
oooooOoO
oooooOoOo
oooooOoo0
00oooooon
DooooooQ
00000000

form part of the work of education when the ethi-
cal core of the Christian faith is properly related to
all. The local churches have a central place in Chris-
tian education because it is through baptism and
teaching the family to obey the commandments of
Christ that families and, then, eventually, nations
are transformed.
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Did Jesus give us the Great Commission with a
view to it actually being accomplished? Did He
believe that the world would someday be converted
and a Christian civilization be established? Yes, He
did. The commission begins with the assertion of
His absolute Lordship over all (28:18) and ends with
the promise that He will be with His church unto
the end (28:20b). The promise clearly alludes to the
similar promise that the LORD gave to Joshua when
He sent him to do the impossible task of defeating
the Cannanites in military conflict (Josh. 1.5, 9).
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