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Introduction: Civilization and Culture

Just as the word culture is grounded in the no-
tion of the cult, the word civilization is grounded
in the notion of the city. A civilization is a society
that has advanced city-life with written language,
laws, and a sophisticated political and legal sys-
tem.

The notion of civilization and culture are related
and some scholars use the terms almost inter-
changeably, but everyone recognizes that there are
many cultures in history, but relatively few civili-
zations. Any tribal group has a culture, but if they
never develop a written language and do not ad-
vance to the point of having city-life, with the po-
litical and legal complications it brings, we do not
regard the culture of a tribal group as having be-
come a civilization. Usually, though not necessar-
ily, civilizations have become multiracial and mul-
tilingual.

A concept of culture and civilization are funda-
mental to Christian education because Christian
education aims to be education for the kingdom of
God. History, which concentrates especially on the
history of civilization, is particularly important in
Christian education. George Orwell understood
correctly when he wrote, “He who controls the past
controls the future.” Without a Christian under-
standing of history and civilization, we do not re-

ally have Christian education.
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I. Civilizations in History

It was clearly God’s purpose for man to develop
civilization. Adam and Eve probably had a writ-
ing system very soon. Cain became the first city
builder, which indicates how quickly the human
race moved in the direction of civilization. After
the flood, Noah and his descendants were quick to
rebuild the city. The tower of Babel and its culture
became the source of the non-Christian civilizations
of the ancient world. When God dispersed the
peoples from the tower of Babel, they went away
with different languages, but they had a similar idea
of civilization. Their cultures and civilizations were
built upon a perversion of the Garden of Eden and
the vision of the kingdom of God that was origi-
nally given to Adam and Eve.

The ancient civilizations grounded in the kind
of religion that was founded at the tower of Babel
all died. Ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, In-
dia, and Greece had cultures and civilizations that
grew out of an ancient perversion of the Noahic rev-
elation. With the coming of the Gospel the ancient
civilizations eventually collapsed and a new sort
of civilization was built. The Christian civilization
of Europe and the heretical Biblical civilization of
Islam are the two truly modern civilizations. Com-
munism was also a heretical Biblical civilization, but
it appears to be dead. The one major country that
still professes to follow its doctrines clearly does

not.

II. Civilizations Today

This means that in the world today, there are four
great religions -- Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and
Hinduism -- which are the foundation for modern
civilization, but the only civilization that is pres-
ently a productive power is the civilization of the
West. This judgment is, in part, the basis for Francis
Fukuyama’s famous book, The End of History and
the Last Man. Fukuyama contends that modern
secular Western liberal democracy has demon-

strated its superiority to all other forms of civiliza-
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tion and, therefore, history, as the struggle to attain
the ideal civilization, is over. We have reached the
summit.

This does not mean that the victory of liberal de-
mocracy has been universally acknowledged. The
religions of the world still claim the loyalty of bil-
lions.

Hinduism is the main religion of the Indian
people, but its cast system, essential to the religion,
contradicts the principles of a modern society. To
the degree that the Indians are sincerely Hindu, they
are backward, to the degree that they move toward
modern industry and technology, they become less
and less truly Hindu. The political and legal sys-
tem of modern India is essentially Western and the
Indians are generally eager to be more, not less,
Westernized, though there are exceptions to this
which may become significant in the future. Hindu
zealots are attempting a religious revival. As yet,
however, there is little promise that they will cap-
ture the cultural center.

Similarly, Buddhism is alive and well as a per-
sonal faith, but it no longer provides a comprehen-
sive worldview that enables its adherents to estab-

lish an authentic Buddhist culture. The large and
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powerful Buddhist lands, Japan and China, do not
have legal or economic structures that are distinctly
Buddhist. Where Buddhism has greater cultural
control, there is more poverty and backward social
conditions.

Islam was the most powerful religion in the
world in the middle ages. From the time of its ini-
tial conquests, starting in the 7th century, until the
treaty of Carlowitz in 1699, the Muslims were cul-
turally, militarily, politically, and artistically supe-
rior to Europe. Europeans studied Islam and the
Muslim world to learn about their sophisticated
enemies, but the Muslims regarded the Europeans
as barbarians who had little, if anything, to offer
the great Muslim empire.

The 18th and 19th centuries brought great
change in Europe and in Europe’s relationship with
Islam. The Christian lands that had been so far be-
hind the Muslim world suddenly became more
advanced in every field. The Muslim world has
still not recovered from the shock.

But the same centuries saw a radical spiritual
decline in the West also. The so-called Enlighten-
ment was a radically anti-Christian movement.
Gradually, Christendom became secular and the
victory of liberal democracy, meaning secular hu-
manistic democracy, became more or less complete.
In America, the victory of secularism came later and
was less complete. Even today, America is the most
religious of the Western nations.

In a sense, then, all four of the great religions
presently lack the energy or ideals necessary to sup-
port a civilization. The civilization of the West,
which was built upon Christian foundations, now
faces cultural challenges that are basic and threaten
its future. The issue here is not the menace from
the outside, which is actually secondary. The real
issue is the West’s commitment to its own cultural
foundations.

The religious conflict in the world today is pri-
marily between Christianity and Islam. The prob-
lem for the Christian world is that most of Chris-
tianity, including Evangelical Christianity, is so com-

promised and weak.
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One of the intellectual leaders of the modern
West, Samuel P. Huntington, in his book The Clash
of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order (1996),
argues that we have entered a new era of history in
which we are back to the old sorts of conflict, cul-
tures and civilizations committed to basically dif-
ferent religions fighting for the control of territory
and people. The problem for the West, according
to Huntington, is that the West does not know how
to be the West. It needs to renew its committment
to what he sees as its moral foundations. For Hun-
tington, Christianity is certainly part of this, but only
a very special kind of Christianity. For in addition
to moral renewal, he believes the West must give
up its claim to be a universal civilization. In other
words, Western culture must be understood as one
among many. This would mean, if it were accepted,
that the Great Commission of Christ and every as-
pect of Christianity associated with it must be ex-
punged. A liberal relativist Christianity, the Chris-
tianity of the nice guy, is the only Christianity that
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folk that we may or may not regard as wise. Itisa
tradition that we should probably respect, but not
a word from God.

The recent attack on the World Trade Center
shows, at least in part, the accuracy of Huntington’s
analysis. He pointed out that the Muslims are the

most violent of all the cultural groups today, in part
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for demographic reasons -- there are lots of young
Muslim men and young men like to fight. We might
add that Islam has a history and a theology of war
and conquest.

But another aspect of Huntington’s analysis may
have also been manifest. The military war against
terrorism includes an ideological war against “in-
tolerance.” Christians who claim the exclusive truth
of the Christian religion, who claim that Christian-
ity is a universal religion which is destined to con-
quer the world through the preaching of the Gos-
pel may find themselves an increasingly hated mi-
nority. This is good. Just as in the ancient world, it
will become easier to tell who is on the Lord’s side.

For the education of our children, a knowledge
of history and the struggle of the civilizations of
the past is a tool for them to understand the present
cultural struggles in the world as well as the future
direction of Christian civilization. They must have
a vision of the kingdom of God, of the universal
Christian civilization. They must be trained as spiri-
tual warriors to fight the good fight of faith for the
growth of that kingdom. We are living in a time
when we may well see increased pressure on Chris-
tians to compromise the faith. We will see an in-
crease in subtle, and perhaps also, not so subtle

forms of persecution.

Conclusion: Civilization in Future

What we believe about the future of civilization
depends upon what we believe about Christ and
His kingdom. This is also a basic dividing point
among Christians. Premillennialists and
amillennialists do not believe that the future growth
of the kingdom of God is assured. The
premillennialists believe that the Church will get
weaker and weaker while the world gets worse and

worse. Then, the kingdom will appear miracu-
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lously. It will be imposed by the force of the
Second Coming of Christ. Christian education
for the future is training the next generation to
wait without compromise.

Amillennialists consider the possibility of lo-
cal and temporary victory for the Gospel, but
not a global Christian civilization. Education
in the amillennial view might include training
for the future of one’s own civilization, but it is
not necessary. Like the premillennialist, the
amillennialist believes that victory only comes
through the Second Coming. Until then, there
is no certain progress.

Postmillennial Christian education is dis-
tinctly Christian education for the kingdom of
God. Itis the work of the Holy Spirit through
Gospel preaching that the kingdom will come
in history. Christ is already seated as king and
already has all authority in heaven and on earth
(Mat. 28:18-20). His commission to the Church
is a clear command to bring the whole world un-
der His authority through baptism and teaching.

The rule of Christ and the work of the Spirit guar-
antee the future conquest of the kingdom of Christ.
It is not the strength of the Church or the strength
of her enemies that is the primary issue. Christ is
now seated at the right hand of God and He is reign-
ing until His enemies are subdued. Though we do
not know the exact timing, the future growth and
victory of the kingdom are certain.

Christian education in the light of the reign of
Christ and the victory of the Gospel is education
with a vision for the future. What that means for
us is that we have a responsibility to educate the
next generation to be better Christians than we are.
We must seek generational progress of the kingdom
firstly in our own families and in our own local
churches. We can pray and fight for the progress of
the ministry of local churches. When Christians
seek and witness steady increase of Christian homes
and churches, Christian society will steadily grow
and mature in ways that we may not now be able
to anticipate. Thus, the kingdom of God shall grow

unto its mature completion.
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