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Introduction

The relationship between worship and educa-
tion is so close that in many American churches
there is an office called “director of worship and
education.” The two belong together. At the same
time, however, one of the topics frequently dis-
cussed when the two words “worship and educa-
tion” are placed together is that for young people
in our societies today, there seems to be no relation-
ship between worship and education. The chal-
lenge is to bring these two together. So, we have,
on the one hand, an instinctive realization that wor-
ship and education belong together, and on the
other hand, a crisis in showing how these two top-
ics relate; for in our modern world, worship has
come to seem superfluous — icing on the cake, at
best.

In the Bible, worship and education are so intri-
cately interwoven into the fabric of Christian life
that each seems to flow into the other. How can
worship not involve learning about God, even if it
is only a reminder of His goodness? Or, how could
we conduct truly Christian education without at
least bowing before Him to seek His blessing and
grace? God called His people before Him at Mount
Sinai to worship Him and there He gave them the
covenant which taught them what it means to live
as the people of God. The festival calendar in an-
cient Israel fixed times of worship to celebrate God’s
covenant grace, but the festivals were also special
times of teaching. The feast of Tabernacles, for ex-
ample, included once every seven years a special
time for reading the whole law of Moses so that the

children “who have not known it may hear and
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learn to fear the LORD your God” (Dt. 31:13).

We must add a note of caution here. In empha-
sizing the relationship between worship and edu-
cation, there is a danger that we must be careful to
avoid. Not a few people think that they should at-
tend worship because it is good for their children.
Perhaps this way of thinking is more common in
America than in Japan, but it is not uncommon to
find families attending church while the children
are young and then drifting away when the chil-
dren get older. Their main motive for worshipping
God, to begin with, was that they thought it might
help their children become better people.

No doubt it should. But to attend worship in
order to influence our children undermines the
whole meaning of worship and, in all likelihood,
the benefits for our children that we think we can
find. Worship is not worship if it is not centered on
God. We come because He invites us. We bow
down before Him. We confess our sins sincerely.
We seek His forgiveness and grace, for we believe
that we cannot live without Him. If parents believe
that they can live without His forgiveness, without
giving Him thanks and praise for His goodness,
without the blessing of His word and the Lord’s
Supper, then children will learn to live without Him
also, whether they attend church or not. Worship
must never be reduced to a mere means for educat-
ing our children, for when worship is reduced to a
means for something else — education, making
contacts for business, finding a husband or wife,
making friends, etc. — the very heart of worship is

ruined. It is no longer worship.

I. Worship in Education

The conflict between Christian and non-Chris-
tian education is most obvious when we consider
the relationship between education and worship.
For the Christian, education necessarily includes
worship, whereas for the non-Christian secular edu-
cation system, education must exclude worship.
There are, of course, non-Christian religious groups
that would like to unite worship and education, the

Muslims being the most obvious example. But most
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education in the modern world is secular. It intends
to stand aloof from religious questions and to offer
knowledge for life that is outside of the realm of
religion or at least knowledge that religious and ir-
religious people of all sorts may hold in common.

The irony of this attempt at secular education is
illustrated in the feminist movement in Great Brit-
ain. On the one hand, feminists there are upset that
Christians were able to influence the government
to establish an “Education Reform Act” in 1988
which required a daily act of “predominately Chris-
tian” worship in all schools. This is offensive be-
cause it threatens respect for the diverse religious
and cultural backgrounds of the students. In other
words, it undermines the secularized
multiculturalism which constitutes the feminists’
own religion. In ironic contrast, however, on the
other hand, feminists are also disturbed about laws
that are based upon the assumptions of the secu-
larized multiculturalism that they believe in. They
discovered that, as a matter of fact, the place of
women in Asian and Muslim societies is rather
lower than it is in Christian societies and that
women are frequently abused because of that. But
British authorities, acting on the premises of
multiculturalism, are unwilling to deal with Asians
and Muslims in the same way that they treat Chris-
tians because they claim that they must respect the
different traditions of people from other religions
and cultures. Thus, feminists who support
multiculturalism when it aids them in fighting the
Christianity they hate, also demand from non-
Christians what are in fact Christian ideas of woman
asman’s equal. They not only demand it, they wish
to impose their ideas onto these non-Christians by
force of law and power of the State!

The contradictions in secular attempts at educa-
tion are nowhere more exaggerated than when secu-
lar education officials or school teachers attempt to
define right and wrong apart from religion. But
the Christian view of education is not that there is
certain realm of knowledge, largely limited to mat-
ters of ethics, which is related to God and worship.
On the contrary, the fact that God is the creator of
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all things means that all true knowledge of the
world is related to the knowledge of God. More-
over, since knowledge of all things is related to God,
the act of knowing itself is an aspect of our rela-
tionship with God. Furthermore, knowledge is for
a purpose. For the Christian, we seek knowledge
and wisdom in order to serve God.

Education, then, involves prayer as we seek to
know the truth, studying His word as the standard
by which all knowledge is judged, thanksgiving to
God for what we have learned, and devotion of our
knowledge and skills to the service of His glory and
kingdom. This means that Christian education, like
the whole Christian life, ought to be pervaded with
a spirit of worship. Home schooling offers a good
opportunity to do this, but since most of the par-
ents have been reared in secular schools and are
still themselves unconsciously secular in many
ways, they find it difficult to live or teach in the
spirit of worship.

Home and family worship, for example, is first
of all a time of devoting ourselves as a family unto
God. Like Sunday worship, it should be a time in
which the word of God is read. Ideally we should
sing together. Itis especially important that we pray
together. The father is the family high priest, but
every member is a priest and we should all offer

&
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up our prayers to God. Prayers should be more
than simply asking for favors. We seek the king-
dom of God in our prayers. We should thank God
for His goodness and praise Him for His work of
creation and redemption. Home schooling allows
us to include worship as part of the education of
our children, even if the family worship is very
primitive — a prayer, reading of Scripture, singing
a song, and a closing prayer.

Teaching our children to worship God on their
own is also a vital aspect of our home education.
We need to teach our children the importance of
personal worship of God, personal Bible reading
and prayer. In the final analysis, this can only be
taught by example. If the parents do it, the chil-
dren will, too. If the parents don’t, the children
won’t either.

However, the most important aspect of family
and personal worship cannot be taught at the fam-
ily or personal level. Sincere prayer, confession of
sins, seeking God'’s grace and forgiveness, whole-
heartedly desiring His kingdom and the glory of
His name, humbly submitting to His word, and of-
fering ourselves up unto Him to serve and glorify
Him -- these are the central issues in worship. While
they should pervade our whole lives, the fact is that
they come to their most explicit, purest, and most
profound expression only in the corporate worship
of the people of God gathered before Him as His
Church.

I1. Education in Worship

The worship of God’s church on Sunday morn-
ing is not primarily for the purpose of education.
If it were, its fundamental character as worship
would be compromised. However, when worship
is offered as worship, it also functions as the most
profoundly educational act a Christian can perform.
This does not mean that Sunday worship alone can
supply all that Christian young people need in the
way of education. It does mean, however, that with-
out faithful worship of God in Sunday worship, all
the rest that we attempt to offer loses its meaning.

What is communicated to children through Sun-
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day worship? First, the most important argument
for the existence of God that children will ever be
confronted with is the image of their own fathers
and mothers bowing the knees before God in
humble submission, confession, and faith. If we
worship God sincerely, our children will not be so
inclined to doubt God or His word.

Worship also sets the pace for our daily life.
When we come before God as the first official act of
every week, on the morning of the first day, and
dedicate ourselves unto Him, the direction for the
week to come is set. We may not always fulfill the
promises of our self-dedication unto God. Some
weeks will be better than others. But the very fact
that we begin the week giving the priority to God
Himself teaches us, and our children, to honor God.
It teaches this, moreover, not as an intellectual truth
but through the actual practice of worship. We learn
through physically doing worship. Alecture or class
could never teach us what it means to live a life for
God in the way that weekly participation in wor-

ship does.

Weekly worship means that we acknowledge, in
a very concrete and visible way, that God is our king
and that we submit our lives to Him. He invites us
to come before Him and we respond to that invita-
tion by His grace. But it is more than simply invi-
tation and response. Because He is King and Lord
of all, His invitation is also a command. Thus, we
are confessing our faith in His absolute authority
when we attend worship faithfully. At the begin-
ning of every week and as the top priority of our

lives, we submit our hearts and lives to the King.

We confess our sins and seek God's forgiveness
in weekly worship. The lesson taught to our chil-
dren is that their fathers and mothers know that
they are sinners who can only be saved by the grace
of God. Father and mother seek God’s forgiveness
week after week, and the heavenly Father delights
to bestow it. Even though we have sinned against
Him seventy times seven times, He still forgives us
and receives us into His presence. Confessing our

sins and seeking God’s grace in weekly worship
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teach and preach the Gospel to our children through
our own deeds. Again, there is no sermon more
powerful than the image of one’s father and mother
seeking God’s forgiveness. Children who see this
week after week will have the Gospel impressed

into the very depths of their souls.

The sermon, of course, teaches the Bible to God’s
people. Since the 1960s many American churches
have begun to include a special children’s sermon
as part of the worship service. It is usually a 3-to-5-
minute talk that has little if anything in the way of
Biblical instruction for life. The pastor tells a story
and offers some moral meditation on it. The idea is
that it makes the worship service relevant for chil-
dren. But that is the wrong idea. It is far better for
us to have the children participate with the adults
as members of God’s church than to treat them as
spectators, who have only one part of the service
for themselves. No doubt there is much in the Sun-
day sermon that the children will not understand.
It is still a time of instruction, and one that child
and parent attend together to be taught the same
truths. When the parents take the instruction seri-
ously, the children will, too. They will learn to take
adult instruction and adult level learning as the
standard to which they must conform. They will

be able to conform to it faster when it is expected.

ubooooboobbooboobooboobooon
goobooobboboooobobooobooboo
gbooboooboboboooobbooaooobooboo
gbobooobgboobooooboobobo
gbobooobgboobooooboobobo
goobooobbbooobbooooboobog
goobooobboboooobobooobooboo
oooboooboobooobboooooboooo
gboobooobobuooobboooobobog
gboooooooooooooooooogog
gbobooobgboobooooboobobo
gboooobooboobbooboobboong
goobooobbooboooobobooobooboo
goobooobbooboooobobooobooboo
bboooooboobboobooooaobog
gboooooooooogogog

gooog gbobooobooboboobooooo
gboobuooobobooobbooaoobooboo
gbobooobgboobooooboobobobo
goobooobbbooobboogoooboboo
goobooobbobooobobboooooobog
gbobobooooboobboobooboooooo
gboobooobobooobbooaoobooboo
bodgboboooboobbooboobbabog
oogooooboobooogoooooboooogog
goobooobbbooobboooooboboo

Singing in worship is also teach-

ing, especially if the songs have Bibli-
cal content and the music is done well.
Beautiful music that is appropriate to
the content not only helps us to remem-
ber the Bible words, it teaches us, for
good music is a commentary. Poorly
done music obviously fails to edify or
instruct. But more importantly, it fails
to aid us in offering up our hearts to
God. Well-done worship music lifts up

our spirits so that we are more able to
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speak the words with sincerity. When

such songs sink into the hearts of our

children, they become the deepest ex-

pression of their souls.




Prayer in worship provides our children instruc-
tion in prayer and praying through the example of
the elders and pastor of the church. The spirit of
prayer, moreover, is the essence of worship. We all,
children and adults, are brought before God to seek

from Him the blessings of life that really count.

Weekly communion brings all together. In spite
of the fact that almost all scholars from every Chris-
tian tradition believe that early Christians took the
Lord’s Supper weekly as the central act of worship,
today so few Christian denominations practice
weekly communion that it is associated with Ro-
man Catholicism. Worship without communion
fails to really bring us before God. We are not
brought to the place of judgment or blessing. The
worship service ends without a real conclusion.

Evangelical worship in America, especially Bap-
tist worship, often ends with an invitation for non-
Christians to come forward and believe in Christ.
To leave out the invitation seems to them to fail to
really do what worship is supposed to do, that is,
bring people to Christ. In a way, they are right.
Worship is supposed to bring people to Christ, but
Sunday worship is not evangelism. It is not the non-
Christians that are to be brought unto Christ, but
the congregation of the Lord that must be brought
before Him.

In the Lord’s Supper, rather than the repentant
sinner walking down the isle to ask for God'’s for-
giveness, the Lord Himself, through His represen-
tatives, the elders of the Church, comes to us. He
offers us the covenant signs of the body and blood
of His Son. This is the most concrete way possible
for God to say to us that He loves us so much that
He gave His own Son for us. Every week as the
Lord’s Supper is offered to us, God reaffirms His
infinite love and grace. We are taught that He is a
God who will forgive our sins and we are drawn to
continually rededicate ourselves to Him. When
communion is offered weekly, we cannot escape His
grace. We must eat the bread and drink the cup.
To do it worthily means that we must humble our
hearts before Him and promise that we will live for

Him and His kingdom.
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Our children learn the same truths about God’s
love and experience the same grace and discipline
of the Lord that we do. They, too, learn the mean-
ing of living as covenant children when they renew

their covenant with God week after week.

In these ways and others, weekly worship
teaches our children about God and the Christian
life. Worship teaches truth authoritatively. It brings
the blessing of the truth together with the message.
Nothing is more important in the education of our
children than faithfulness in worship. But — to
emphasize again — that does not mean that we of-
fer worship in order to instruct our children. The

order is just the reverse.

III. Education unto Worship

The true order is that education is unto worship.
From a Christian perspective, the end of all is wor-
ship, giving glory to God. But education is espe-
cially aimed at worship or it is not really Christian
education at all. To truly know anything is to learn
about God and His relationship with the world that
He has created. True knowledge means that we
draw near to God.

When, for example, we study history from a
Christian perspective, we are studying God’s plan
for the world. A Christian history course must not
only take for granted God’s sovereign plan for his-
tory and His covenantal judgment and leading, but
also through the study of history teach the students
to trust in God, to seek His will for their lives, to
fear the power of sin and know how easily we may
be led astray, to seek His kingdom. History taught
rightly humbles us and fills us with the spirit of
prayer and dependence on God, for we see so many
tragedies, so much needless pain and suffering

brought about through human folly, so much that
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could have been better. Generally, history is pain-
ful, but it also includes many illustrious figures who
have left an example of godliness for us to imitate.
Whether we view the good men or the bad, how-
ever, history is a study that should bring us to God
and teach us to worship Him with greater sincerity.
Biology, geography, and every other subject,
taught rightly should lead us to be amazed at the
wonder of God. For every subject shows us His
beauty and glory. To
know what we have
learned yet not to
bow before Him to
thank and praise is 2000
superficial knowl-
edge at best. True
understanding fills
us with wonder.
Solomon tells us
that the first point of
wisdom is the fear of
the Lord. But the fear
of the Lord is almost
a technical expression for true worship. Knowledge
and understanding provoke the fear of God — trust
and whole-hearted commitment to Him, reverence
for His majesty and devotion to Him. The fear of
the Lord comes to its quintessential expression in
worship. Since Christian education aims neither at
the mere acquisition of data nor at the ability to elo-
quently recite and relate the facts that have been
learned, but at wisdom in the fullest and most pro-
found sense of that word, then Christian education
aims at teaching children to worship God with their
whole lives and with all their being. That is its ulti-
mate aim and purpose. When knowledge does not
end in worship, it is vain. When it does, it brings
us close to God. Knowledge and understanding
are fellowship with Him, part of what it means to

enjoy Him.

Conclusion

Our meditation on worship and education re-

minds us that the central act of each week is our
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worship of God. Nothing that we do is more im-
portant. Nothing else has such broad-reaching po-
tential impact on the lives not only of our children,
but on our descendants after them. For the prom-
ise that God’s covenant grace would be bestowed
upon His people for a thousand generations (Ex.
20:5-6) was given in the command not to worship
idols, a command that, stated positively, calls us to
worship Him in spirit and truth (Jn. 4:23-24). If the
true worship of God may, with His grace, bring
blessing for a thousand generations, it is the most
significant thing that we can do for the future of
the world and for the future of our own families. It
is because the act of worship itself is so utterly pro-
found that it has educational meaning also. Pre-
serving the true character of worship as covenant
renewal with God is what leads to covenantal bless-

ing in our homes, now and for generations to come.
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